
Dr John Roden Leonard 
Plimmer and the Road to Crete

Dr Aine McCoy

Wellington Medical Historical  Society

4th February 2026



Arrival of Dr John Plimmer



Professional Advertisment







Current 192 
Willis St



Three generations of 
John Plimmers



Willis St Obstetric Hospital  Evening Post 
Reference ½-090567-F Alexander Turnbull Library



White Tie Event Government House



Entertaining at 192 Willis St



Dr John Leonard Roden Plimmer



Leah Saywell 
Plimmer nee Burt



John and Leah at Trentham Races 
23 January 1939









John at the Pyramids



John, 2nd from the 
right
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Unveiling 
Ceremony  at 
the Galatas 
Well Crete 
1977



Memorial at Chania Museum





Three 
generations of 
John’s family 
at the well at 
Galatea



Son John with his grandchildren at Suda Bay Military Cemetery



Three 
generations of 
John’s family 
at his grave at  
Suda Bay





Lieutenant Colonel John LR  Plimmer
MB Ch B 1923 New  Zealand FRCS Edin 1926
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